Neuroblastoma of parotid gland: report of a case and immunohistochemical characteristics.
A case of a parotid mass in a 2-year-old boy, postoperatively diagnosed as neuroblastoma, a rare tumour not previously reported in the parotid gland is presented. The neoplasm developed within the parotid gland as a painless mass without regional lymphadenopathy. Histopathologically, the tumour showed primitive nerve cells-neuroblasts-with round or oval dark basophilic nuclei and scanty cytoplasm. The cells were arranged in circular rosettes around an eosinophilic mass consisting of very fine filaments originating in the tumour cells or papillary configuration and sometimes scattered in the poorly developed stroma. Immunohistochemical evaluation of the tumour showed a positive immunoreactivity for vimentin, alpha and beta subunits of S-100 protein, neurone-specific enolase (NSE), substance P, met-enkephalin and chromogranin but cytokeratins, desmin, actin, myosin, glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP) and calcitonin gene related peptide (CGRP) were negative. The histopathological and immunohistochemical findings conclude a diagnosis of neuroblastoma of the parotid gland.